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HISTORY 

 Original “Harwood Cemetery” 1903 

 

 Destruction of  records by fire 

 

 Sections added in 1959, 1967, 1987 and  

Urn Garden expanded in 2009 

 



 The City of  Arlington assumes responsibility for Arlington 

Cemetery in the late 1990s 

 

 Office/Maintenance Building is established on site in 2000 

 

 Data entered into ASP accounting program 

• No easy export capabilities 

• ASP contract dropped 2010 

 

 QuickBooks purchased 2010 not yet implemented 



GEOGRAPHIC 

ORGANIZATION  

 Sections 

• The largest divisions 

• There are 18 Sections 

     



 Lots  

• There are 524 Lots platted at the Arlington Cemetery 

 

 

 

Section 



 Graves  

• There are 4 to 64 graves in any given Lot 

• Each Grave can contain as many as four 

interred (each should have an account) 

• Usually one traditional or cremated but, 

• Can add as many as three cremations 

• No more than 2 traditional burials and 

even then, only under special 

circumstances.  

 

 



 Niche Wall or Columbarium  

• There are 2 columbarium at the 

Arlington Cemetery 

• 48 columbaria on each side of  

each wall for a total of  192 grave 

spaces for cremated remains only. 

 

 

 



PURPOSE 

 Create a viable inventory of  graves sold 

• Know what we have available today 

• Anticipate expansion in the future 

 Improved customer service 

 Improved planning capability 

 

 



SOURCES 

 Plats only include the outline of  the Lots and 

Sections. No graves or burials defined 

 

 Burial book beginning in 1927 listing names, 

burial date and, sometimes limited reference to 

location. 

 

 “Map” books 



 Invoices dating back only to 1954 

 

 Stillaguamish Genealogical Society publication based 

on field work done in the late 90s.  

• Does not include oldest sections 

• Limited to the Lot level of  accuracy. 

 



GEOGRAPHIC 

ORGANIZATION  

 Sections 

 Lots 

 Graves  

 

 

 

Section 

(review) 



 ASP data export 

 

 

 Field work 



METHOD 

 Start with  

• The most modern section ~ 

• The Robb Section  

• Traditional or cremation 

• Smallest section ~  

• Children’s Garden 

• Small traditional or cremation 

• Simplest data ~  

• The Urn Garden 

• Cremated remains only 

 



 Create a grave feature class 

• Create and populate a graves 

layer by copying the Lots and 

dividing them up into graves 

• Edit the graves layer to reflect 

the known configuration and 

extent including graves added 

to the alleyways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• Populate the LOCATION field 

(to match the spreadsheet from 

ASP software) 

• Section Lot Row Grave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Save a copy of  the Excel spreadsheet as a 97-2003 .xls worksheet 



 Create geocoding tool 

• Open ArcView 

• Open toolbox  

• Geocoding Tools 

• Create address Locator 

 

 

 



 Address locator style: General – Single Field 

 Use the Graves layer for the Reference Data  

 *Key Field should be the LOCATION  

 Output Address locator in the same geodatabase 

as my reference data 

 

 

 



 Add your Excel data to your map 

 Right click on the data in table of  contents 

 Choose Geocode 

 Use the locator you just created 



 Key Field should be the LOCATION  

 Output in the same geodatabase 

D:_Indevelopement\Cemetery.gdb\Burials\Geocoding_Result_2 



 When accounts do not georeference; 

• compare information between sources 

• Make edits in ASP  

• Make edits the new burial feature class 

created by geocoding 

• Make edits to graves feature class 

• Update address locator 



 When accounts do not georeference; 

• When no known location was found within 

the lot, a “?” grave space was created, in the 

middle of  the lot for unknown burial 

locations within that lot.   Example: SN L352 

R? G? 

Grave ? 



 The geocoded data includes; 

• Account  

• Location 

• Name of  deceased 

• Buried or cremated 

• Birth date 

• Death date 

• Burial date 

• Purchaser 

• 4 Address fields 

• 1 telephone field 

• Mortuary 

• 18 very short comment fields 

 



CURRENT STATE 

 We have a preliminary inventory of  graves  

• In the last phase of  QA/QC 

 

• New data export from ASP for comparison 

 

• Anticipate more accurate reporting 



 

 Able to answer customer questions 

 

• Where can I be buried? 

 

• Where was my loved one buried? 

 

• Who else is allowed to be buried there? 

 

 

 



 

 City is in the process of  evaluating cemetery specific software that will 

consume our data and connect with the already purchased QuickBooks 

software. 

 



IN THE GREAT BEYOND 

 Kiosk at the Cemetery for research 

• Genealogy 

• Local history 

 Add Veterans records 

 Add hyperlinks to obituaries and photos 

 Make data available on the public web site 

 Increase public interest in the Cemetery 



QUESTIONS? 

Out of  the Ashes 

Arlington Municipal Cemetery 

Lynne Bridges, GIS Analyst 

City of  Arlington Public Works 

154 W Cox 

Arlington WA 98223 

360-403-3546 

lbridges@arlingtonwa.gov 


